
 






(Date)


(To Whom It May Concern)

     It is gratifying to know you are interested in establishing a chapter of the Phi Chi Medical Fraternity.  I am certain you and your colleagues would find that the close and enduring friendships fraternal membership can provide, as have so many other medical students, is helpful and beneficial in many ways.  With so many Phi Chi alumni members in practice throughout the world, it is a comfort to medical students to know that, through the bonds of fraternalism, help and advice is available when needed.

     Phi Chi is an international medical fraternity with chapters in the United States, Canada, St. Maartens, Grenada, and England, with widely scattered alumni members in various forms of practice throughout the world.  The Fraternity attempts to maintain alumni interest and provides service for them throughout their entire professional careers.  In other words, Phi Chi fraternalism does not cease with graduation.

     While the Fraternity’s intents and purposes are primarily professional, high academic scholarship, professional leadership and excellence in the practice of medicine, it also provides opportunities for varied social activities and other group amenities, as well as the establishment of life-long friendships.

CHAPTER ESTABLISHMENT
   An active chapter may be established at any regularly incorporated Class A, fully accredited medical school or university.  The name Phi Chi is fully protected by letters patent and copyrighted and no group may function under this name as a chapter unless formally chartered.

MEMBERSHIP
     There are no national membership restrictions in the Phi Chi Medical Fraternity relative to age, race, religion or sex; provided, however, no individual is eligible for membership who is a member of another currently existing national medical fraternity.

     Candidates for membership must be students in a medical college or university.  They must be of good moral character, have creditable intellectual attainments and be in good scholastic standing.

     No individual may be admitted as an honorary member.

     Under specific conditions, and based on the requirements of the Constitution and Statutes, graduate physicians and Ph.D.s may be admitted as Associate Members.

     Female members have the same rights, privileges, benefits and obligations as male members.

     There is no provision in the Constitution and Statutes to provide for chapter membership without national affiliation.

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES
     All chapters of the Fraternity function on a democratic basis and are more or less autonomous as long as their activities are not in conflict with the purposes and objectives of the Fraternity as set forth in the Constitution and Statutes.  Chapters are permitted to promote and participate in activities and events, which are in keeping with the customs and traditions of their school or campus.  Moreover, they are encouraged to develop new forms of local activity which are beneficial to their environment and will result in recognition and acclaim for the Fraternity.

PROTOCOL OF CHARTERING
     An application, for a charter of a new chapter of the Fraternity, should be submitted to the fraternity’s Central Office by means of a petition provided for that purpose.  The petition should be signed by not less than eight under-graduate students at an established medical school or university, who are not members of any other currently existing national medical fraternity.  International chapters are required to have twenty founder members, rather than the eight required in the states, due to the cost of starting and maintaining international chapters.

     The petition will be reviewed by the fraternity’s Executive Trustees and, if approved, the spokesperson for the petitioning students will be notified.

     A deposit, to cover the cost of the preparation of a charter (currently $100 USD), must then be provided.  If, for any reason, the request for the charter is withdrawn, a refund of any unused portion of the deposit will be returned.

     Decision must be made for the official chartering date and the official name of the chapter.  At that time, the petitioning group will be initiated as charter members, the charter presented and the chapter installed.

INITIATION FEES
     There are no National Dues, however, there is a $100 initiation fee for each new member initiated into the fraternity.  Each new member receives an engraved shingle and membership card.    This one time fee covers all financial obligations to the National Office.

     The only other financial obligations are those which the chapter members vote to impose upon themselves to cover chapter operation and social activities and functions they choose to have.

PHI CHI STUDENT LOAN FUND  (This program is suspended at this time.)
     Any junior or senior member of the Fraternity is eligible to receive an emergency student loan (up to $2,000) at a low fraternal rate of interest from the Phi Chi Welfare Association, if he or she qualifies under the provisions established by the Directors of the Association.  Loans are also subject to fund availability.   

AWARDS
     There are two annual honor awards presented on a national basis.  The Eben J. Carey Memorial Award in Anatomy is an honor awarded to the first-year member, in each chapter, who achieves the highest grade in general anatomy during the freshman year.  The award consists of a certificate suitable for framing, the inscription of his or her name on a chapter plaque and publication of the member’s name in the Chronicles.  

     The second, The Michael J. Carey Senior Service Award, is presented to that member of each chapter who, as decided by his or her peers, has contributed the most to fraternal leadership.  The award is an engraved personalized marble desk ornament and the publication of the member’s name in the Chronicles.

     Please visit http://www.phichimed.org/constitution/constitution.htm to view our Statutes and Constitution.

     I am the current Chairman and would be more than willing to speak with you concerning any questions you may have.  My number is 1-800-391-6860.  The Central Office number is 1-800-800-7442 or e-mail us at phichi@phi-chi.org.   Once again, thank you for your interest in becoming a chapter of Phi Chi.








Sincerely

                                                                                    Daniel H. Cannon, M.D.

                                                                                   Chairman, Executive Trustees

